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The Kabul Evacuation

monitoring snapshots by Preligens

Paris, September 2nd 2021

Introduction

This document displays aeronautical flows on the Hamid Karzai International Airport (HKIA - KBL - OAKB) in Kabul 
from 15-30 August 2021 in the context of the evacuation operations. 

All observations are based on the Defence Site Monitoring platform, which combines Airbus' high-resolution images 
with the detections of Preligens' algorithms. This platform uses 10 algorithms developed by Preligens to analyse 
strategic sites. In the case of the present analysis of Kabul airport, only the algorithm dedicated to aircraft is activated. 
This algorithm can identify and classify about a hundred different aircrafts.

Extract from the Defense Site Monitoring platform. 
Image : ©CNES 2021 - Airbus DS distribution, first analysis and automatic detections by Preligens. Images Pleiades 50cm.

This situation report is a non-exhaustive account of observations made during the above-mentioned period based 
on the non-exhaustive information obtained at this date. It has no operational purpose. Preligens reserves the right 
to modify at all time all or part of this document. Preligens assumes no liability for any error or omission in the 
content herein and waives any responsibility arising out of its use thereof. 

© Preligens. All rights reserved « 2021 ». The content and the form of this document are the property of 
Preligens or third parties. It is formally prohibited to use, reproduce, modify, perform or share all or part of 
this document without obtaining Preligens’ prior written authorization. Any such unauthorized use, 
reproduction, modification, translation or disclosure by any means whatsoever shall constitute an 
infringement of Preligens’ rights. 

Preligens’ algorithms periodically detect and count 
military aircraft at Kabul airport. An automatically 
generated graph shows the airlift set up for the 
evacuation.
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● On 17/08, this military zone of the airport still 
hosts helicopters and light aircraft in an orderly 
fashion.

● The Preligens aircraft algorithm automatically 
detects, counts and classifies these aircraft: light 
aircraft in blue, helicopters in purple.

● On 24/08, we notice that light aircraft and helicopters, 
detected in blue and purple by the algorithm, have been 
pushed aside in a disorderly way to make room for military 
transport aircraft in green on the image on the left. The 
airlift is now in full swing.

● Military transport aircraft are marked with green dots by 
Preligens' algorithms.

● On 30/08 the airlift comes to an end. The 
military transport planes have left.

All images: ©CNES 2021 - Distribution Airbus DS, first analysis and automatic detections by Preligens. Pleiades 50cm images.

24/08

In this analysis, we focus on one area of the airport: Parking Apron - Military B, which has been selected in 
advance by intelligence experts.

© Preligens. All rights reserved « 2021 ». The content and the form of this document are the property of 
Preligens or third parties. It is formally prohibited to use, reproduce, modify, perform or share all or part of 
this document without obtaining Preligens’ prior written authorization. Any such unauthorized use, 
reproduction, modification, translation or disclosure by any means whatsoever shall constitute an 
infringement of Preligens’ rights. 
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About Preligens :

Preligens was created in 2016 by two engineers, Arnaud Guérin and Renaud Allioux, on the belief that 
intelligence professionals would never be able to cope with the tsunami of data made available by the huge 
investments made in sensors. They came up with the idea of using artificial intelligence (AI) to automate 
the analysis of this multi-sourced data and tip and cue analysts to unusual events requiring their 
expertise.

Based in Paris and present in 5 countries, Preligens employs 140 people, mostly scientists who form the 
largest AI team for Defence in Europe. The performance and accuracy of Preligens' solutions, which are 
internationally recognised and proven in the field, enable its users in the defence sector to be quickly 
enlightened about complex situations. 

State-of-the-art solutions for a safer world. 
For more information, visit https://www.preligens.com/fr/

For more information on the Defence Site Monitoring platform : 
https://oneatlas.airbus.com/service/defence-site-monitoring

https://www.preligens.com/fr/
https://oneatlas.airbus.com/service/defence-site-monitoring

